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Bring a Friend Sunday 
By Linda Lane-Bortell 
 

What do churches want most?  To grow!  Every church I’ve ever been in says 
this is one of their goals, and yet they also seem really unsure about what 
they should be doing to reach this goal.  Did you know that study after study 
shows that 85% plus of people will attend a church for the first time because 
they were invited by a friend or family member.  Seems pretty clear what we 
should be doing if we what to grow – Invite people to join us! 
 

I bet there is someone you’ve wanted to invite for awhile, but you haven’t because you just aren’t 
sure what to say.  This is an important clue to the first way in which we need to grow.  If we don’t 
know what to say or we don’t know what is inviting about our church, then we need to grow in our 
thinking to discover this for ourselves. 
 

Think of someone you might invite to church.  What would you say to them?  Think and think and 
think some more.  By doing this you’ll discover the heart of who we are and what we have to offer.  
After you’ve done all this great thinking, then actually use your thoughts to invite a friend or family 
member. 
 

To help you out, the Session has designated Sunday, September 11 as Bring a Friend Sunday   
(Formally know as Homecoming Sunday). We’d like everyone to invite a friend that day.  This 
gives you plenty of time to think about your invitation and to whom, and it can be easier to do so 
when you know the whole church is doing it. 
 

We expect this to be a grand day of celebration. Our sanctuary remodel will be complete and so we 
will enjoy sharing it with visitors.  We plan on having a new brochure highlighting all the ways we 
are involved in mission.  We will be looking forward to the start of fall programs.  We can show our 
guests our beautiful labyrinth.  And of course we’ll start at 8:30 a.m. with breakfast for all. 
 

The September Bring a Friend Sunday is not a one time event, but is the kick off to a Bring a 
Friend Year.  Every Sunday after is a potential Bring a Friend Sunday.  If we invite people to join 
us we will see growth both around us and inside us.  If growth is our goal, then lets start issuing 
those invitations! 
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Labyrinth Walk  
Starting June 26 an optional Labyrinth Walk 
will be incorporated into the worship service.  
This will be a great way for us to continue to 
dedicate our labyrinth by walking it, spreading 
our congregation’s spiritual energy over the 
path. 
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Thank you! 
A big thank you to all 
who participated in 
this year’s Mother’s 
Day Tea.  Attendance 
topped 80 and $450 
was raised to support 
CPC’s Women’s 

Emergency Shelter and the Presbyterian Disas-
ter Assistance aid to Japan.  Thanks to everyone 
who helped make this day a success. 
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